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A COMMUNITY
IN NEED -

THE REALITY
OF REFUGEES
LIVING IN

Refugees are supported rather
minimalistically in Hong Kong - after
fleeing some form of persecution
or violence many look
forward to coming to a

place of refuge, only to

be disappointed by the
quality of life that they

are subject to. The

following article not

only discusses the
issues that refugees

face in Hong Kong,

Refugee Youths Hong Kong
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Frtsgeen parteiong noa footoell chen Saghe By Chemn Meeem)

Loukd you imagine Living in one of

the mast expensive cities in the warld
with a monthly 5t lowane of 3000 HE
dollars? Perhaps a rather trivial and
Ignorsble smount for many wper class
indistduals, warth an expenshee night
or bwo o the fredlc streets of Lan Kwel
Fong, bus for the asylom seckars reslding
In Hong Kong, this sum defines thelr
entire [valaood, & minimal provisian
of §1500 for rent, $1200 for food
coupons, 3300 far widities, and 3300 for
ramspaortation — information sourced
from Sauth China Moming Post article
(Fttpahewincscmp.comfypdiscover
newshong-kongarticle 3147254/
harg-kongs-govemment-gives-refugoes-
hki0-day-food-and ) - govemmental
policias pertaining to asylum seskars In
Hong Kong sre uneguivocsliy weak snd
Insufficient. A City whena reflsjees are
not penmitted to Legsily work and ane
aften wiewed in one way or anether as
deviants in society, the poar economnic
ard social trestment of relugees hes
marked the end of the so-called "Hong
¥ong Dreamn,”one that is ostensibly
hased on ideals of Independence, self-
reliance, and entrepreneurship.

In Haong Kong, #t Is largely the liminal

status of the asyium seskers that
prevents the full actsalization of

thelr seff-determination and financial
autonany. This is mainly mmcerbated by
the unfavourable legal droumstances
sumaunding the refuges community in
Hong Komg, where the non-slgnatary
status of Hong Kiong for the Refuges
Conwention mmeans that onty a few
amylumn seekars aver the years hiave
e grauﬁe: "'i“h.lgEE status. Even

the surcessfisl applicatioms have been
facitated by the intervention of the
United Nations High Cammissioner For
Refugess (LMHCR); 2n intsmational
Refuges &qgency that provides vigsl
protection ta the refugees, and snsures
that everyona has the right to asyum
and safe refuge after flesing persecution
orviolence,

Since 1014, the government In Hong
®amg has initiated & Unifed Soreening
Mechanism {USM] policy where
applications for prolecbion wnder either
Convention (Refuges Comvention ar the
Convention Against Torbure} ane screened
by the Immigration Department. if

an application under the Refugee
Conventlan Is supcessful, the applicnt
then falis under the responsibiliny of

the UMHCE, wiho will seek a country for
resetilement. If the application is sucoessful
under the Conwention Aqainst Torure
{signed by Hong Kong), then the person will
be grantes temparary protection In Hong
¥nneg, mat there are still no afficiz! channets
Im plage to provide resettiement, ACoording
to the Anti-trafficking Revies, this has led

0 & substantiation rate of ap:rm-cimatel}'
0.8, Therafore, the USM Is often 3 lengthy
process that ks riddled with bureawcratic
complexities, while the asylum sesiers in
Homg Kewig cantinoe o face challenges

in the fomm of discrimination, fnancial
troubles, ard poar Living condilions. Many
af these refugaes have to live in squatter
huts or tin-roof shadks in the Mew Territories
and other remate aness, leading to higher
trensportation costs that ane worsened by the
constant commute To and from govwernmenzz]
Fgencies for refugee applications.

As gl legal paths hawe eventually led to

2 tead-end for the legitimate recognition
and pramotion of righls for asylum seekers,
many arganisations acrnss Hang Kong =5
well a3 members of socicty are partaking
Irvwaricus Inftiatives to promate refugea
empowerment. One such individuzl is Chirag
Malnanl, 3 15-vear pio who has based his
voluntary gesls and portfolio on assisting
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FEATURED

tEie refuges children in Hong Kong by
affering variaus classes to suppaort their
development and social integration
Irspired by his mother's work with
Christlan Action, Centre for Refugees

- an &0 that assists the refugeses

In Hong Kiong - and his passion for
sthistlcs Chisag's reflges outreach
program s based on offering aid in the
form of featball classes, homework help,
and even schwol mberdes presaration.

Firstly, Chirag provides foolball classes
for refugee children, slongside the
amistance of a trained and experiencod
oaach, and 3ims 1o create a

sq,'i! space for
children to run

ground, get some
exercise in, and
simply have fun.”

With limited scress o food and water
and the continuows navigation of the
bureaucratic maze of Hong Kong, such
ciasses Slow children to evade their
stressful shtuations st home and engage
in phrysical activities. Respecting the
financlal barriers that thess refugees
lzce, Uhirag has also hosted bake sales

inarder to cover transpart costs for these
dasses, and the local dubs have provided
himowith aocess to usa their pitches for
wrelnbng on @ regular basls.

Currenthy, the children are tzining at E5A,
an indoar Lrining facility that pravides an
mvative range of training anenas and
machines to improwe sparts performance.
The inadeguacy of Hong Kong governmental
potioy highlights tha impartance of such
classes and woluntany work towarcs
mpraving the quality of life of asylum
seekers and fuel 3 serse of self-sufficlency

&z one of the major Isswes thet refugees face
i Hong Keng ks mantst hastth or simbar
peychalogical probiems - Langely brought

an by an owar-relianca on Insufficient
netiutianal programs and dmited sacial
nclusivity - these classos can also pravide
the asylum sasbers with 4 senss of
community by fostering interactians with
ather like-minded children.

These interactinns are extremely impartant
for the soclal development of zsylum
seears, aspeclzally 25 thay are often subject
o xenoghobiz and recksm, which forces
thermn o stay within the outskirts of sochety
instead of freely integrating and blending
inwith the community st large.

Chirag has further said
that once a refugee told
him that, ‘all ] want is for

the world to trect us as

human beings; the same
way they would want to
be treated.”

& ciear divide thus exists between refuges
children and the rest of the society which
leads to symptoms of low salf-estasm,
depression, snd halplessness, as each
refugee desperataly trles to regain a sense
af normaloy snd sooeptsnce Inte snchety,

Cne of Lhe periods in the Last few years
whare meatsl health issues have bean
particularly prominent amongst children
e CONND-19, wihvare the (ivbemse winus-
prevvention iodedowms and palicies not
anly meant minimal access Lo the alresdy
SCAITE resourmas, but thers was slso s
huge upsurge In feellngs of smdety and
depression braught on by a severe fack of
food and financlal Insecurity,

With many MG0s In Hong Kong tready
facng thelr own set of challanges durlng
the pandemic - typically institutions that



tould
s0 worsened

arcess o food supplies
and toiletries in supenmarkeats, with

manry refugees claiming how they did
nat have these Items at home during
tie many LOVIL waves. It 15 within

these thmes that Chirsg was still able
Lo pravide feotball Classes aver 200m
to the children in the form of diills or
SxE

e that

they were able to Tollow

anline and retzin a sense af mormalcy
and continue some fevel of interactive
artivities,

Furtherrmora, additionsl efforts by
{hirsq to support the refugees in thair
daily Life has ncluded educstlonsl
asslstance In the form of 3 homewor
nelpline and interview preparstion to
i late afucationsl mobility across

this sectar. In Hong Ko, the refugees ik 2l 3 s 3 2 E54 iy bn Hieg Kng
are gllowed to sttend government

schpols and ane subsidized by the
Fducation Fureau for marthly fees, waripus sublects, In order tp mitigate this, Chirag has also stated the positive Impact that

school Boaks, and uniform expenses, (Chirsg has created 3 homewark helpling, these classes have had on the refuges’s daily
hawever, thare Is often & huge lsngusge ©omposad of 3 Whatsipp group thet has — Lves, sdding that

barler that exlsts 2t these Insthutions ciose o twenty familes participating and

because many sublerts snd tha shuclents can reach ot wihe rever they

ourriculuen i often Bught in Chinasa, please and they wowld be paired with a

There are 250 2 few Intemztanal Kt

schpals in Hong Kong that offer full

financlal aid to refugess, one of them Whether it bo « e of

being Keblet internalional School science, rather or Lenguage, the

wihz has in the s wears launched refiigass are =hle tn be tutored under athar
) high school or univarsity level volunteer
stidents specialising In that fald, which
Kong. Chirag helps many of the refuges Iz extremely beneficial for the refigees
than stending school sponsored tuzorlals

children to prepane for Intery

e agtiana st e akes that are often expensive and unaffordable.

helped one of the refugee children Furthemore, o create & mere level playing

from his football classes to prepare for Neld betwaen refuges children and other

the creathve writing assessment and students, Chirag has also hasted coding e :

intenvigw with the Kellets princigal classes Lo introduce tham Lo b R starce and compassian o the
- and commmonhy used safteenes in ardar to refuges cammunily sl extends during the

It Is further impartant W0 recag|

" summer periad — while many kids across

T e .'Il.'ﬁ_gl'u Here are put
intemational schools where refugess Hong Kong leanee to trawel, mfugees are

. . irahla to g 52, 2nd thus Chirag waluntears
are ahle to study without costs, many - e T 4
stilents have boowork bwice as hard in gﬁﬂ ﬂlﬂﬂ = Christlan Actlon. Centre for Refugees oves

i i i the two months of the summer brazk, Dudng

arder to maintain passing grades ar to . -
it itk a vty HbEe cranis skills that are in this time, Chirag helas to set up and sencs
in schicol, &5 mentioned shove, there hjgh demand in Wioria Refuges Day, suparvises suenmer iixing
are aften huge language barrlers = Lrips, ansd '-'.l.ll'JI".‘:t' 5 :.'.l Ia-_-l:..l ol in JI;J-: i)
that exist within these schools that our dﬂy.ﬂnﬂ ﬂyﬂ. Epicland. Therefore, it Is evident the p
prevent the full undesstanding of the
schieol’s syilabus dispersed across the




Az expllcaned abowve, while
there are many onganisations
and Indhiduzls such as Chireg
wihvd 2ra acthety striving for
the improvement of refuges
tanditions in Hong Kong, there
are riasly ways in which you
can also contribute and maloe
a difference for these refugess.
A great and easy way 1o da 5o
wiild be to donste o the mang
prganilsstions such 55 Christan
Agtion, Refuges Unlon, or the
Justice Centre of Horg Kong
wehid weork with refugess and
asyium seskers In Hang Kong.

These Mor-Govemmental
Duganisations [MG05) pravide
amistaree ta the asylum
soekers in the farm of food
aducational help, or even legal
assistarce, and dons

ting to such
prganisstions would increase
their funding and capacity to
further halp these reflagess,

Secondly, most of these NGOs
tzve volunlser programs Lhat
are open 1o the general public,
and participating in ]
duzls to

progrems slloes indi
offer their specizlisation and
axpertise to the organlsations
and hefp them in their goal to
make the refuges community
SITOAGEr

Chira slsa has bis awn websiks
calted Refuges Youth, where

he details his mission and
initiatives a5 wall a8 aliows
peaple from within socicty

o voluntees; can exist

i the form of sssisting with

the hameswark helpline by
vwriunteering 35 3 butar and even
waaking with Chirag to teath the
foothsll classes

It s bmgpoetant that pecole In
Hang ¥ong strive to help this
commimnity in the best

passible and thus reco
them with the rest o

is further cruciad bo remove a
semse of stigma against refugees

www. adaslflava.2om

ard prevent thelr Labelling as
sutzasts or deviants, and inctead
ste their integration with the

cammunily ak Large

CONTALT INFD:

Refugee Youths Hong Kong
wwefugesyoutbhk. cam
Christian Action -

Centre for Refugeas:
wwwichristlan-action. onghk

lustice Centre, Hong Keng:
wwajusticecentrearg bk

Article by:
Kriti Dhodhi

Krith = & seoond-year
undergraduate student
ab Scienices Po Paris,
completing her major In
Palitics and Governance,
due for an exchange wear
at Wings Collegs London.
&t har uniwersity, she

has studied migration,
refiagee conditians,
INHCR regulations, and
has also valureared at
organisations such as
Refugeek in the past that
facus on teaching coding
tn asylum seekars in
Hang Kang.
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